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Vestmannaeyjar

Arrived at the international
airport at Keflavik

Took a southern coastal
route to our hotel at
Hverageroi

Did some bird spotting on
the way




Glauco<ull
Juvenile and adult




Eurasian Wigeon

Great Northern
Divers still in their
breeding plumage




Female

Harlequin duckg plumage not at their best post molt



Tyhiswas a view from my hotel window. | left the UK just as 30 degree@
temperatures were being reachednfortunatelyit was rainy and grey |
when we arrived incelandand it remained that way for the following
two days.

The hillside near the hotel was covered in hot springs.




First full day on Iceland. Low cloud obscured
almost all of the tops of the mountain
scenery.
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Tufted Ducks
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Whooper Swans




porsteinn Erlingsson
(1858;1914) was an
Icelandic poet. He
graduated from
Menntaskalinn | g
Reykjavik in 1883 % "
and went to |
Copenhagen  to
study law. He never |
finished law school

but during his time |

in Copenhagen his _
poems became
knownin Iceland He &
returned to his ©
home country in .
1895 and died of
pneumonia in
Reykjavikn 1914




Redbreasted Merganser

Northern Fulmar




Afternoon trip toVestmannaeyjar

Heimaey is an Icelandicisland At 134 square
kilometres (5.2 sq mi), it is the largestislandin the
Vestmannaeyjararchipelago, and the largest and
most populated island off the Icelandic coast
Heimaeyis 4 nautical miles (7.4 km; 4.6 mi) off the
e e e e L ~ southcoastof Iceland

© PhilJGPhoto.uk

It is the only populated island of the Vestmannaeyjar =
islands with a populationof 4,414. TheVestmannaeyjar .
Airport and the Westman Islands Golf Club taken
togethercovera goodportion of the island

In Januaryl973 lavaflow from nearbyEldfelldestroyed
half the town and threatened to closeits harbour its
main income source An operation to cool the
advancindavawith seawater savedthe harbout



Gannet and Fulmar

Images taken during the ferry crossing of about 40 minutes to
Vestmannaeyjafthe Western Isles)
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Vestmannaeye Weather averages

10°/7°C

High/low « Sep

Vestmannaeyjar (Western Islands) is an
archipelago off Iceland’s south coast, formed by
underwater volcanic eruptions. The youngest
island, Surtsey, was formed in 1963. Heimaey is the
largest and only inhabited island. It has 2
volcanoes, Helgafell and Eldfell. Interactive
displays at Eldheimar Museum, in Heimaey Town,
chronicle Eldfell's devastating 1973 eruption, when
some 400 buildings were destroyed.

Eldfell

At 01:00 on 23 January 1973, a volcanic eruption of the mountain Eldfell began o
Heimaey The ground omleimaeystarted to quake and fissures formed. The fissures
grew to 1,600metres(5,200ft) in length, and lava began to erupt. Lava sprayed intc
the air from the fissures. Volcanic ash was blown to sea. Later, the situation
deteriorated. When the fissures closed, the eruption converted to a concentrated
lava flow that headed toward thkarbour The winds changed, and half a million
cubicmetresof ash blew on the town. During the night, the 5,000 inhabitants of the
island were evacuated, mostly by fishing boats, as almost the entire fishing fleet v
in dock.

The encroaching lava flow threatened to destroy Hagbour The eruption lasted
until 3 July. Icelanders sprayed the lava with six million tons of cold seawater,
causing some to solidify and much to be diverted, thus savingadheour During
the eruption, half of the town wasrushedand the island expanded in length. The
eruption increased the area ¢feimaeyfrom 11.2km? (4.3sgmi) to 13.44km?
(5.19sgmi). Only one man died in the eruption



Juvenile PUffinRUlNG  pue—

Heimaeyis hometo around4,500people,and eight million puffinsevery
summer Many millions of other birds migrate there for breeding and
feeding

Most people on the island live off fishing During an annual festival,
people are allowedto catcha few puffinsto shareat the festival, or to
eatat home.




Northern Wheatear




Church in the harbour entrance Eieimaey




